
 

 

 

 
Workshop Participants 

Policing during the Pandemic 
Perspectives on changing roles of law enforcement in South Asia  

during the COVID-19 health crisis 

 

 Abdul Waheed Ahmad is Senior Strategic Programs Advisor to the 
Office of the National Security Council in Kabul, Afghanistan. Prior 
to this, he was Director of Social and Political Threat Assessments 
with the National Security Council and has worked with the 
Independent Directorate of Local Governance and Ministry of 
Interior. Mr. Ahmad received his MPA from the State University of 
New York – Binghamton where he was a Fulbright Scholar, and 
received his Bachelor of Economics from the University of Balkh. 
He is also the recipient of the Li Guo Ambassador Award.  

 

Jayanto N. Choudhury is the Vice President of Operations with the 
Public Health Foundation of India. He holds 37 years with the 
Indian Police Service and has retired as the Director General, 
National Security Guard. He is currently member of the Managing 
Body of Centre for Strategic Studies & Simulation, United Service 
Institution of India , member of the executive committee of 
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)  and member of 
the  Expert Panel, with the Department of Personnel & Training 
and Bureau of Police Research & Development, Government of 
India. Choudhury is the recipient of the President’s Police Medal 
for Distinguished Service and the Indian Police Medal for 
Meritorious Service. 
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Grant Edwards recently retired from the Australian Federal Police 
(AFP) at the rank of Commander after a 34-year career. His 
policing career was diverse including postings to Los Angeles and 
Washington D.C as an AFP Liaison Officer, Timor-Leste as Mission 
Commander and Advisor to the Secretary of State for Security in 
the Timorese Government, and to Afghanistan as Mission 
Commander and Deputy Head of the International Police 
Coordination Board. Since retiring, Mr. Edwards works with the 
Aspect Group in Sydney as Head Frontline Services for better 
mental health. He holds a MA in Leadership, Policy and 
Governance Studies from Charles Sturt University and a BA from 
the Australian National University.  

 

Upasana Garoo is a Project Officer in the Asia-Pacific Unit at DCAF 
– Geneva Centre for Security Sector Governance. Prior to joining 
DCAF, Upasana held various positions with the UN Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations, including Security Sector Reform 
Advisor with the UN Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) and Political 
Liaison Officer with the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei 
(UNISFA). Upasana holds an MA in Law and Diplomacy 
(International Security Studies and Human Security) from the 
Fletcher School at Tufts University, an LLM (International Law and 
Human Rights) from the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, and an LLB and BA in Sociology from the University of 
Delhi. 

 Dan Hales is a Programme Coordinator in the Latin America & 
Caribbean Unit at DCAF – Geneva Centre for Security Sector 
Governance. Prior engagements in the United Kingdom have 
included Deputy Director of Criminal Justice and Commissioning at 
the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime, Head of Compliance & 
Delivery at the Metropolitan Police, and several positions serving 
the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham including Group 
Manager of Crime, Disorder, and Offender Management and Head 
of Youth Offending Service. He received his MSc in Globalisation 
and Latin American Development from the University of London. 
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Roderick Jarman holds over 32 years’ experience in the 
Metropolitan Police Service, United Kingdom, including Deputy to 
the Assistant Commissioner for Frontline Policing and Director for 
Leadership and Learning. He is also the lead for Police Education 
and Research at the University of West London and implements 
the Police Education Qualification Framework with the College of 
Policing. Since leaving the Metropolitan Police Service, he has 
established a national youth-focused charity, worked on various 
community safety initiatives, and delivered police education in 
several countries. Mr. Arman has been awarded the Queens Police 
Medal for services to policing and appointed a member of the 
venerable Order of St. John of Jerusalem. 

 

Dipti Karki is Deputy Superintendent of the Nepal Police with the 
Women Children and Senior Citizens Service Directorate. She has 
held various previous positions during her 15 years of service to 
law enforcement, including Advisor to the Chief of Directorate in 
Planning and Management, Central Focus Person for Women and 
Children’s Service Centers (nationwide), and Officer to the Chief of 
Police. Ms. Karki has also served for two years with the United 
Nations Peacekeeping Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) as Focal Point 
for Gender and as UN Advisor for Community Policing with the 
Liberia National Police. She is currently pursuing her LLB, and 
received her MA in Sociology, Graduate Diploma in Political 
Science, and BA in Business Studies from Tribhuvan University. 

 

Roshan Khanijo has authored and edited numerous books, 
monographs, and papers including “Complexities and Challenges 
of Nuclear India”, “The Indo-Pacific Region: Security Dynamics & 
Challenges”, and “Iranian Nuclear Conundrum”.  She has been a 
panelist in various national and international discussions and a 
guest speaker at Air War College, Hyderabad, Southern Naval 
Command, Kochi, and OP Jindal Global University. Ms. Khanijo was 
a member of the study team which did the Net Assessment on 
China, South Asia, and Pakistan for the Headquarters of the 
Integrated Defence Staff in New Delhi. She holds a PhD, MA, and 
BA and her areas of interest are strategic issues particularly 
nuclear strategy, nuclear profile of nuclear weapon states, 
armament, disarmament, and niche technologies. 
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Sharjil Kharal is Deputy Inspector General currently serving the 
Police Hyderabad Range in Pakistan. Previously, he has held 
postings with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UN 
Mission in Kosovo, and UN Mission in Liberia. Mr. Kharal has 
numerous publications on criminal investigation, criminal 
procedure, and international law. He received his MSc in 
Criminology from the University of Sindh, LLM in Human Rights 
Law from the University of Nottingham, BS in Business 
Administration from the Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, and 
LLB in Human Rights, Criminal Law, and International Law from 
the University of London. 

 

Sakhi Mohammadi has held several positions within the Ministry 
of Public Works, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Higher Education, 
and the High Office of Oversight and Anti-Corruption in 
Afghanistan. Most recently, he served as is Director of Policy and 
Planning with the Ministry of Public Works, and as Vice Chancellor 
(Civilian Deputy) of the Afghan National Police Academy. Mr. 
Mohammadi received his PhD in Business Management from the 
Indian School of Management Science, MA in Political Science 
from the JMU University New Delhi, and BA in Political Science 
from the University of Delhi.  

 

ANM Muniruzzaman is Founder of the Bangladesh Institute of 
Peace and Security Studies, which focuses on the whole spectrum 
of security issues – traditional, non- traditional and trans-national. 
He is a Major General (Retd) who served 38 years in active duty. 
Among his many distinguished appointments, he has been 
Military Secretary (Principal Military Advisor) to the President of 
Bangladesh, Member and Head of the Country Contingent to 
United National Transitional Authority in Cambodia, Head of the 
Post-Election UN Stablisation Mission in Cambodia, and Director 
General and CEO of the Bangladesh Institute of International and 
Strategic Studies under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is an 
alumnus of the National University of Bangladesh, National 
Defence College, Malaysian Armed Forces Staff College, US Naval 
War College, Asia Pacific Center for Security Studies (APCSS), and 
the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. He is 
also an alumnus of the Near East and South Asia Center and the 
National APCSS Defense University. In 2014, he was awarded the 
Alumni Achievement Award. 
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Aftab Nabi is a registered Advocate (specializing in white collar 
crime) with the High Court of Sindh and President of the Sindh 
Chapter of the Retired Inspector Generals of Police Association. He 
previously served as Inspector General of the Sindh Police for 25 
years. Mr. Nabi has also worked the Anti-Corruption Department 
in Sindh, Federal Investigation Agency, Anti-Narcotics Force (as 
Deputy Director General), and National Police Bureau, Ministry of 
Interior, Government of Pakistan (as Director General).  

  

 

Ismail Naveen is Head of Central Police Command and heads the 
security of the Capital of Maldives, City Police, Special Operations 
and Marine Operations. He also currently represents the Police at 
the National Emergency Centre, planning and overseeing 
lockdown and curfews. He holds over 26 years of experience in 
law enforcement. Mr. Naveen received his MBA (with Leadership) 
from Southern Queensland University, Australia and his LLB (with 
Honors) from the University of Northumbria, United Kingdom. 

 

Wahiduzzaman Noor is Assistant Police Commissioner serving in 
Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime, Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police in Bangladesh. Before this, he served as the Assistant 
Police Commissioner in the Public Order Management Division, 
and Assistant Superintendent of Police. He has drafted the 
Guideline note for Policing during the Covid 19 Emergency for 
Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime (CTTC), Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police, and has also provided inputs to the "SOP for 
Bangladesh Police to Combat Covid-19 Pandemic 2020" for 
Bangladesh Police. Mr. Noor is the youngest commissioned officer 
to receive the prestigious Bangladesh Police Medal, in both 
Service and in Gallantry. He received his MA in Political Science 
from the University of Rajshahi and his M.Pharm and B.Pharm 
from Noakhali Science and Technology University. 
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Mark O’Donoghue currently serves as Deputy Head of the Joint 
International Policing Hub and Strategic Policing (International) 
Advisor to the Home Office of the United Kingdom. He holds 26 
years’ detective experience. In 2019 Mr. O’Donoghue was one of 
13 police officers worldwide to be awarded an Arthur Troop 
Scholarship by the International Police Association. He has also 
received the High Sheriff of Gloucestershire Award. Mr. Donoghue 
is studying for an MSc in International Policing, is an Alumnus of 
Thames Valley Police Developing Potential Programme, and has 
an academic background in Security, Crisis, and Risk 
Management. 

 

Samanthie Jayamanna Paranagama is an attorney, independent 
consultant, and trainer with 26 years of experience in law, human 
rights, legal aid, women and children, elders, development of 
public administration and humanitarian services. She has served 
with the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka from 2005 to 
2018 most recently as Secretary, and previously as Director of 
Inquiries & Investigation and Director of Education & Special 
Programs. Ms. Paranagama received her MA in Social Science 
from the University of Kelaniya and LLB from the University of 
Colombo, and is an Attorney at Law, Sri Lanka Law College. 

 

Indika Perera is a Lecturer at the Bandaranaike Centre for 
International Studies in Sri Lanka. Previously, he served as 
Programme Director for the East West Management Institute 
administering, conceptualizing, implementing, quality assuring, 
and reporting the anti-corruption capacity-building project of the 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, US Department 
of State and the Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery 
and Corruption in Sri Lanka. Mr. Perera received his MA in Post-
War Recovery Studies from the Department of Politics, University 
of York, United Kingdom and is an Attorney of Law, Sri Lanka Law 
College. 
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Sabin Pradhan is Superintendent of the Nepal Police and Deputy 
Director of the National Police Academy in Maharajgunj, 
Kathmandu. In addition to his national experience, he also held 
international positions with United Nations peacekeeping 
operations in Kosovo, Timor-Leste, and Darfur and participated in 
a number of INTERPOL-driven international operations. Mr. 
Pradhan received his MPA and BComm in Management from 
Tribhuvan University in Nepal, and his Intermediate in Science 
from Birendra Sainik Campus, Bhaktapur. 

 

Bibek Rajbhandari is a Medical Doctor and Nepal Police Officer. He 
is Head of the Emergency Department of the Nepal Police 
Department, and currently serves the COVID-19 Help Desk of the 
Nepal Police with the National Contact Tracing Protocol, Dead 
Body Management Protocol, and Nepal Police Work Plan for 
COVID-19. He is also Team Leader of Air Medical Evacuation 
against COVID-19 from Wuhan to Nepal, and Editor and Reviewer 
of a number of Journals. Mr. Rajbhandari was the recipient of the 
Alankar (Nepal Pratap Subhushan) Award on Constitution Day 
2020. He holds a Diploma in Mountain Medicine and received his 
MA in General Practice from the Institute of Medicine Maharajguni 
and BA in Surgery and Medicine from the Nepal Medical College 
Kathmandu University. 

 

Ajith Rohana is the Deputy Inspector General of Legal and 
Discipline and Conduct and the Police Media Spokesman of Sri 
Lanka Police. Prior to his current assignment he served as the 
Director Inspector General of Traffic and of the Western Province 
(North), Police Media Spokesman, Director of the Police Legal 
Division, and Director of the Sri Lanka Police Academy. He was 
conferred PhD in Law and Criminal Justice from the British 
American University in the United States in 2020, received his 
LLM from the University of Colombo, LLB from the Open University 
of Sri Lanka, and is an Attorney at Law, Sri Lanka Law College. 
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Sudhanshu Sarangi is a Senior Police Officer in the Eastern State 
of Odisha, India. Prior to this, he served as the Commissioner of 
Police of the capital city of Odisha and handled the police response 
to COVID-19. Mr. Sarangi is the recipient of the Director-General of 
the Bureau of Police Research & Development Commendation 
Disc (2019), Director General of Police Odisha Commendation Disc 
(2019), Police Medal for Distinguished Service (2014), Indian Police 
Medal (2007), and Governor Police Medal (2003). He is a former 
British Chevening Scholar and received his PhD in psychology 
from the University of Liverpool, United Kingdom. He is also a 
qualified paratrooper. 

 

Albrecht Schnabel is Head of the Asia-Pacific Unit at DCAF –
Geneva Centre for Security Sector Governance. In 2017 he initiated 
DCAF’s Asia-Pacific Security Sector Governance Network with 
partners and experts across South Asia, Southeast Asia, and East 
Asia. The network partners currently analyse their respective 
national security sectors’ roles in responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Previously, he served as Senior Fellow in DCAF’s Policy 
and Research Division and held teaching and research 
appointments at the American University in Bulgaria, the Central 
European University in Budapest, UN University in Tokyo, 
swisspeace and the University of Bern. Mr. Schnabel studied 
comparative politics and international relations at the University 
of Munich, University of Nevada, and Queen's University, Canada, 
where he received his PhD in political studies in 1995. 

 

Surendra Bahadur Shah is a former adviser to Nepal’s Minister of 
Home Affairs, and previously served in the Nepal Police under 
different capacities for nearly three decades retiring with the rank 
of Additional Inspector General of Police. He also served Executive 
Director of the Nepal Police Academy. Internationally, Mr. Shah 
worked as an expert member of the monitoring group established 
pursuant to UN Security Council Resolution 1455 in New York City, 
and as a member of the UN International Police Task Force in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. He holds a graduate degree from the 
National Academy of the Federal Bureau of Investigations in the 
United States, and a BS from Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu, 
Nepal.  
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Zoha Waseem is a postdoctoral research fellow at the Institute for 
Global City Policing, University College London, and Co-
Coordinator for the Urban Violence Research Network. She holds 
a PhD from the School of Security Studies, King's College London. 
Her research interests include comparative policing, the provision 
of public security, police-military relations, police-minority 
relations, urban security and insecurity, and institutional culture 
and reform. Whilst especially interested in the global South 
(including South Asia), Ms. Waseem is also researching on police-
minority relations in the United Kingdom. She holds an MA in 
Terrorism, Security, and Society from KCL, and an LLB from the 
School of Oriental and African Studies. 

 

 

 


